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A lesblan couple has filed a law-
. suit against the: Umversxty ‘Town-

houses Cooperatwe in Ann Arbor,

claiming they were refused housing.

' because they are gay. 7

*The women, who have lived to-
‘ ‘gether for 13 years and participated
_in .a commitment ceremony: at. an.

Ann Arbor church, “are only asking
tobe treated asa famxly the fam-

- ily they have been to each other for

" ‘many years,” according to attorney

Helen V. Gallagher.

Carla Daniels and Gretchen Fo-
gel took their complaint to the Fair
Housing €enter of Ann Arbor be-
fore they filed suit: Thursday, the

last day before the three-year stat-

ute of limitations ran out.
A tester from the center, repre-
senting herself as a partner in a

same refusal recently; accord' }

,\Gay couplesues housmg

" bBy SUSAN OPPAT
_NEWS STAFF.REPORTER

Executive Director Pam'Kisch:
The center is supportmg the: civnl
rights suit, filed in Washtenaw Cir:

cuit Court against the cooperative, -
past board president David Thomp-;

son and- current president Khalil

Samaha. Kisch said she wasun-.
aware of any previous, snmlar suits
‘in Washtenaw County.: = i

According to the suit, the’ women

applied for an apartment on March
4, 1991, and a co-op worker told
them that applicants must be relat-
ed by blood or marriage.

According to the suit, the women
challenged that, saying they knew

of unmarried couples who lived in
the co-op. They also noted that the -

townhouse -application - form said,

. “Unmarried couples (male and fe."
~ male) constitute a family too.”

Stlll the worker: refused the ac?

he'. - cept-the women’s. applica on, the‘
i 'l'j -smt;says

The women are demanding an in-

junction against further discrimina- -

:'tion, and more than $10,000'in dam-
:ages, citing the chhxgan ‘Elliott-
. ":Larsen ¢ivil rights- act. It-prohibits -
.. discrimination. - based on.“gender,.
-handicap,_ ‘race, age or marital sta-.
'tiis, and a March. 1991° Ann Arbor
-« City ordinance: prohlbltmg discrimi--

nation based on sexual orientation,
The co-op. is a'large complex of
federally - supported,-

A 1991 letter ﬁ'om Thompson to
the women said the co-op’s: defini-

_tion of family — two people related

by blood or marriage, or an unmar-

:ried male and female — had been in
- use for 20.years, and was part of a
'regulatory agreement w1th the fed-

low-income:

townhouses on Braeburn Circle, off-
" Ellsworth Road on the south s1de of
"Ann Arbor.

co-op

g eral Housmg and Urban Develop-
‘ ment department, which built and

supports the housing complex.

" Thompson and Samaha did not
return messages ‘from The News

.Friday. Property manager Alonso

Restrepo declined comment on the

“suit.
" But-Ruth Featherstone, spokes-

woman for the HUD fair housing di-
vision, said, “We don’t define a fam-
ily under the federal c1v1l rightslaw.

7 Some:of our housing is specifically

for families. Then there would be

: some’ definition, - dependm “what
" - funding” sectlon_ the housmg was

bullt under.” o
But she said Elhott-Larsen does

~prohibit discrimination based on

‘marital status, and HUD would not
try to “impose” a definition of fam-

-ily that contradicted state law.



