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‘Lesblan Couplel 'Séttles
Housmg Sult

Gretchen Fogel and Carla Daniels ac-
cepted an undisclosed settlement to re-
solve their discrimination case against

) Umver51ty Townhouses Cooperative. A
- couple for over fifteen years, Fogel and

Daniels were denied the opportunity to

apply jointly to the Coop because they

were not related by blood or marriage.
Fogel and Daniels were represented by
the Fair Housing Center of Washtenaw

- County.
~ Thisis believed to be the first time that
marital status'and sex provisions of the

Elhott—Larsen Civil Rights Actwere used

‘to uphold the housmg nghts of a same
" sex couple.

In March of 1991 Fogel and Daniels
tried to apply for a unit at Umversxty

‘Townhouses, a federally—funded non-
-profit housing cooperatlve located in "
Ann Arbor. According to the lawsuit -

filed in Washtenaw: County Circuit
Court, the couple was told that they
mustberelatedbybloodorlawtoqualey
for entrance into the coop. At that time

the application stated: “The family is
understood to be two or more people -

related by blood. or- law. Unmarried
couples (male & female) constitute a
family also Smgle persons may. be eh—

gible for membershlp, but are eligible
for a one bedroom only.”

According to Fogel and Daniels, Uni-
versity Townhouses later offered to al-
low the women to apply separately
They refused and contacted the Fair
Housing Center with a complaint of
discrimination based on marital status, -
sex, and sexual orientation. Fogel and |
Daniels were represented by Fair Hous- ;
ing Center Cooperating Attorney Helen
Gallagher. “Theplaintiffs were only ask--
ing tobe treated asa family —the famlly -
they have been to each other for many
years,” said Gallagher. - '

Accordmg fo the settlement agree—
ment, Umver31tyTownhouses will “treat
same sex couples in the same manneras ’
it treats unmarried couples for the pur-.
pose ofacceptingand actmg on apphca—
tion for members}up “and will pay the
couples’ moving- expenses prov;1ded
they areapproved. o

The suit alleged violations of the
Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act,
which bans discrimination based on'sex
and marital status, and the City of Ann
Arbor Hurhan Rights Ordinance which
proh1b1ts d1scr1mmat10n based on sexual
or1entat1on = '



